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EPD: Departmental Structure

Name

Title

E mail

Nir papay

EPD Manager

nirp@spni.org.il

Yohanan Darom

Coordinator, North Region

daromy@inter.net.il

Yael Lavie Efrat

Coordinator, Haifa Region

yael.le.spni@gmail.com

Moshe Perelmuter

Coordinator, Central Region

moshep@spni.org.il

Avraham Shaked

Coordinator, Jerusalem Region

tevashak@spni.org.il

Shay Tachnay

Coordinator, South Region

shaytec@bezeqint.net

Roee Simon

Coordinator, West Bank Region

roees@spni.org.il

[tamar Ben-David

Planning Unit Manager

itamar@spni.org.il

Inbal Koren-Reisner

Planner, Haifa Region

inbal.spni@gmail.com

Tamir kehila

Planner, Modisin Region

tamir@spni.org.il

Yael Zilbershtein

Planner, Tel Aviv Region

tivi@spni.org.il

Nufar Avni

Planner, Be>er Sheva Region

nufar@spni.org.il

Yael Elyashar

Planning team Coordinator , Jerusalem Region

jrhillsc@zahav.net.il

Orit Skutelsky

Coast and Water Coordinator

orit.skutel@gmail.com

Ruth Schwartz

Energy and Infrastructure Coordinator

ruths@spni.org.il

Alon Rothschild

Biodiversity Coordinator

alon@spni.org.il

Hagit Helmer Legal Adviser hagitlegal@gmail.com
Haya Erez Advocate hayalegal@gmail.com
Noa Yayon Advocate noalegal@gmail.com
Gitit Hersh Lobbying and Governance Affairs gitit@spni.org.il

Nirit Lavie Alon

Public Affairs Coordinator

nirita@spni.org.il

Amir Balaban

Urban Nature Coordinator

amirbalaban1@013.net.il

Dr. Amit Dolev

Manager, SPNI Center for Mammals

amit.dolevi2@gmail.com

Yael Sidon-Kaplan

Secretary, EPD

s-teva@spni.org.il



at decision-making authorities - governmental and civil - with the aim of influencing long-term policy.

EPD’s collective experience throughout the years has taught that political campaigns are part of a never-ending
war of attrition in the arena of development processes and/or initiatives. This is a complex realm rich with
opposing and contradicting interests. It requires constant vigilance in order to identify the next threat to Israel’s
nature, landscape and to its limited natural resources, namely open spaces which are integral in assuring public
welfare and for future generations to follow.

Alone, the love of nature, of the environment and of the Israel’s landscape does not endow us with exclusive
criteria for decision making. This is especially true in situations where a balance between development needs
and those of the eco-system must be understood with a complicated social, financial and political milieu. To
this end, SPNI's EPD worked to consolidate a language throughout the years; one which would be understood
not only by those close to environmental issues (public representatives, administrators, planners, entrepre-
neurs) but by all. Thereby, it is working to promote public involvement in issues regarding the general public
and/or development industries.

The EPD team uses a number of interdisciplinary professional tools such as:

e Focus on and develop the planning field: this was born from the understanding that sustainable planning, real
estate and land policies have everything to do with preserving the vital land resources in the long run.

e Develop professional abilities in special areas including: energy, law, ecology, media advocacy and political lobbying.

e Invest major effort in highly prioritized topics such as: infrastructure development coasts, the kinneret, nature’s
right to water and biodiversity preservation.

e Balanced use of professional knowledge (environmental, scientific, planning and more) while consulting with
top-grade professionals. This information assists in consolidating alternative professional environmental plans
which are later presented to the public and to various decision-makers.

e Promote public involvement and environmental activism via community activities on the national and local levels.
Today, after 59 activity-filled years, SPNI has acquired tens of thousands of household members and each year,
hundreds of thousands of Israeli citizens participate in a range of SPNI-led activities. Among these are also events
aimed at nature preservation in areas which are threatened by development plans. Moreover, thousands of Israeli
youth are members of SPNI's ongoing educational programming thus making them active partners in SPNI's mission.

e Establishing civil society coalitions made up of public organizations which aim to increase public awareness and
bring to the forefront environmental matters - on the local and national levels.

e Present public campaigns aiming for sustainable development as being inherently multi-dimensional including the
environmental, social and financial facets.

Besides public campaigns in benefit of nature, it is noteworthy to mention that many public struggles are
thwarted from the get-go due to SPNI activities. Among the poignant issues here is the fact that SPNI knows
how to offer professional alternatives to detrimental plans as well as to clearly, resolutely and independently
say what is better for Israel’s nature and for community members as well! In many cases, SPNI's decisiveness
and values bring great successes in the realm of protecting nature and the environment.

E13
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EPD Activities: Protecting Open Spaces in Israel

Open spaces in Israel are shrinking. They continue to be subject to unyielding threat brought on by entrepreneurship
and development which inherently oppose the preservation of nature and the value of conserving open landscape.

In examining the threats to open spaces, it is generally accepted to do so based on one or more of the following
measures which characterize them:

Damage to the Amount and Scope of Open Spaces
¢ Designating open spaces for development-oriented land use (residential, business and other).

Damage to the Quality and Continuity of Open Spaces

¢ Developing open lands at the cost of destroying highly sensitive natural habitats and ecosystems encompassed
within them.

e Breaking up the continuity of open lands: continuity is an essential measure of open lands of high ecological
quality.

e Erroneous and harmful policy as well as a lack of environmentally-minded management of open spaces.

Activities aimed at the preservation of open spaces, and thus at conserving Israel’s land resources, are
crucial with regards to the following perspectives:

The Environmental Perspective

e Biodiversity preservation.

e Enriches quality and quantity of groundwater.

e Contributes in minimizing global warming effects.

The Cultural, Educational and Landscape Perspective

Views of open landscape which include natural monuments and cultural heritage sites demonstrate the historical
bond between the land and its people. The landscape views - a cultural asset - comprise an intrinsic part of education
which will help to strengthen the bond between future generation children and the land of Israel. They will also help
to fortify a sense of personal responsibility with regards to preserving the country’s natural surroundings.

The Social Perspective
e Leisure activities and accessible vacation options for all sectors of Israeli society.
e Meeting spots for community members as well as for members of different communities.

The Financial Perspective

e Advance ecotourism as well as leisure and vacation activity.

e Environmental assets such as landscape, flora and fauna, have a monetary value within society.

e Effective and efficient development models which attempt to minimize use of land resources are of high financial
efficacy.

The EPD is the professional executing branch established by SPNI in order to protect nature and environment in Israel.
Not only was it established to protect the country’s existing unique nature, but also to assist in managing threats
stemming from development industries as well as to help cope with the challenge of safeguarding opens spaces -
one of the most valuable constituents within the natural landscape.

SPNI activities related to the protection of nature, the environment and the open landscape in Israel take place



district planning: urban renewal and strengthening of cities as an alternative to sprawling which would benefit public
interest and the environment in the long-term.

Is There Someone Who's Making the Desert Bloom? Unfortunately, despite the social awakening, reality set
in and in November 2011, the government made a decision to establish ten new settlements on the outskirts of
Arad. The proposal reads: “As part of the Zionist vision to make the desert bloom ... to initiate the establishment of
a rural settlement region in the outskirts of Arad Community ..." In the explanation of the proposal, it was further
written: “... This continues the pioneering work and settlement of the Negev, which was proclaimed by generations
of Israeli governments."

A Worried Look Forward Policies emphasizing extensive development within open spaces are contrary to national
planning policy guidelines and bring forth negative environmental, socially and economic consequences. The policy
of extensive development is a consequence of the Planning and Building Reform - currently under approval - which
virtually eliminates the power of district planning boards and greatly compromises the National Planning Committee.
Moreover, the atmosphere at the Planning Administration is that of short-term development planning with a gross
minimization of environmental considerations.

Concern over Future Planning All the above-mentioned raise our concern regarding the future of responsible
and sustainable national planning. Great efforts have been put into the development of NOP 35 and in district
development plans, both of which consider environmental needs. Breaching these plans and their guidelines may
adversely affect national planning principles which are imperative in protecting open spaces.

A Harsh Realization “With regards to the future of spatial planning in Israel today- in late 2011- | am less optimistic
than | was when | retired. Government decisions and the Prime Minister’s office race to undermine the planning
systems and negate the national and regional plans unfortunately validate my fears from 2001 that the establishment
of the National Infrastructure Committee will mark the death of national and regional planning." This is how the
architect Dina Rachevsky - who headed the Planning Administration in early 2000 - chose to end her book.

Striving Together for a Year of Awareness and Collaborations We continue to operate out of hope that
the year 2012 will be a blessed year for nature and environment in Israel. The protest for social justice, a budding
cooperation with the business sector, and increased public involvement, bring refreshed optimism for the coming
year. Furthermore, many government ministries and especially the Ministry of Environmental Protection are lending
a sympathetic ear and are willing to collaborate and work together. There is no doubt that this year much work lies
ahead: creating and leveraging public pressure for campaigns as well as opening channels of dialogue which will
promote proactive planning and help maintain the image of the country and improve social environmental justice
in Israel. Our biggest strength is in our ability to combine our professional work with active public involvement to
promote a sustainable Israel.

Nir Papay

feo 0/

V.P.
Environmental Protection Department
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Executive Summary

This report is the fifth of its kind, defining the central planning and building threats to open spaces in Israel. It
is to be published at the onset of 2012. The report is a testament to the hard work SPNI has engaged in, along with
other public bodies and figures, throughout the year 2011. The overarching goal of this work is to protect the small
amount of remaining open spaces in Israel and to promote sustainable development.

The report presents a national view of the continuously increasing lack in open spaces which result from heavy
development pressures. The inherent threats may bring serious damage to the amount, scope and quality of open
spaces as well as bring forth a whole slue of consequences - environmental, educational, cultural, social and financial.
The report contains 110 major threats to open spaces throughout Israel - from Mt. Hermon in the North to the coats
of Eilat in the South. SPNI had identified 19 threats in northern Israel, 10 in Haifa, 4 in Hadera, 11 in Netanya, 12 in
Jerusalem, 26 in central Israel, 28 in the area spanning from Ashdod to Eilat.

6 environmental campaigns aimed at protecting open spaces within Israel’s planning authorities ended this year in
success! Also, an additional 7 environmental campaigns are showing trends of improvement.

The major forces threatening open spaces in Israel are: housing, transport infrastructure, energy and water infrastruc-
ture, tourism and agriculture.

A very disconcerting trend seems to manifest itself throughout most of the cases mentioned in the report: most
government and planning bodies involved in development prove to be more inclined towards private entrepreneur-
ship rather than public interest of preserving open spaces.

Introduction

World Pride and National Responsibility The State of Israel is included in the highest list of globally-distin-
guished sites designated for protection which, it its entirety, comprises a mere 1.6% of the total land area on
Earth. The list includes Brazil's Amazon Forest, Madagascar, and more. We believe that it is not only a source of
pride but rather should be a source of responsibility to guard what was entrusted in our hands for safekeeping for
future generations. Preserving open spaces is the main tool with which we can protect Israel’s Nature and has been
recognized worldwide as unique and valuable instrument for protection and preservation.

2012 More Threats This year, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel is publishing its fifth consecutive
annual report on the threats to open spaces in Israel. In doing so, we stand witness to the continuous increase in the
number of threats over the years, leaping from 81 threats in 2009 to 110 this year, of which 19 are new.

Price of Population Density The continuous increase in the volume of threats to open spaces is indicative of the
increasing development pressures on open spaces which are gradually diminishing in Israel. It also highlights the fact
that Israel, in the coming years, will be the most densely populated country in the western world.

2011 Successes and Obstacles Six threats from the 2011 report have successfully ended. Among these are: the
preference of salt harvesting in the southern basin of the Dead Sea and the rejection of the plan to develop a marina
in Acre. Seven threats demonstrate a trend of improvement, including cancellation of the tender to build a holiday
village at Bezet Beach, stopping the planning of a resort at Nitzanim Sand Dunes and the recommendation of the
Minister of Transport regarding an alternative international airport in Israel (Nevatim). However a substantial number
of threats incurred no change, for better or worse, during the last year.

The Biggest Threat - Breaking Policy Most of the new threats arise from breaches in the planning policy as
expressed in the National Outline Plan for Construction, Development and Conservation (NOP 35) and in the district
plans. Both of these make an effort to balance development needs and those of conservation. One might have
expected that this past summer’s social justice protest would have strengthened the guiding principle of national and



Sovev Arad and Hevel Yatir - new settlements

Biq'at Arad - wind turbine

Kasif - building a new town

Dimona - development

Arad, Yeruham and Mitzpe Ramon - vacation villages in the desert
Negev - Individual farming and establishment of new settlements
Nitzana - new towns and settlements Nitzanit, Halutzit 3

Western Negev sand dunes - Rt. 10

"the lost city" in Ramat HaNegev - vacation village within the archialogical site
"Shezaf" - new settlement

Mitzpe Ramon - building and development at the rim of the crater
Oron Tzin (Negev wilderness) - mining plans

Dead Sea - Red-Dead Canal

Dead Sea - Dead Sea Works Ltd, pool 6

Kikar Sdom - agricultural development

Negev and Arava - expanding agricultural lands within sensitive open spaces
Ovda - industrial and logistics center (for aviation)

Sands of Samar - sand mining

Timna Valley - developing a resort and vacation village
Dimona-Eilat - building train tracks

Eilat (Ramat Begin) - sprawling

Eilat - hotels on Nahal Shlomo

Ramat Yotam - wind turbine
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Nahal Bet Arif - maintenance and operation site for the train -+

Lod - sprawling of the city and plans to establish an army base ]

Horshim Forest - Kfar Bara sprawling, water reservoirs

Nahal Yarkon - development

Yarkon - maintenance and operation site for the train -+

Mazor - maintenance and operation site for the train -+

Elad - sprawling

Qula Forest - water reservoirs (+)

Central Israel Hills - oil drilling L+

Central Israel hills - mining and excavation

Rt. 461

Ben Shemen water tanks

Modi'in southern hills - sprawling

Modi'in - Rt. 4

A 4th train track at Nahal Ayalon - drainage implications

Moshavim in central district - sprawling and illegal non-agricultural activities
Shimshon at Nahal Sorek - water reservoirs

Jerusalem - sprawling

Jerusalem Hills - western ring road

Nahal Refaim - separation fence

Givat Yael (Walaja) - sprawling

Kiryat Yearim - sprawling

Juddean Mountains - fencing around vinyards (]

Bet Shemesh Hills - sprawling

Adulam Region (the region between Bet Shemesh and Bet Guvrin) - petroleum production from oil shale
Juddean Mountains - Individual farming and establishment of new settlements
Wadi Quelt - separation fence

Wadi Quelt - closing of Ein Maboa Spring ]

Rimonim - waste disposal site ]

Ashdod sand dunes - sprawling

Ashdod - master plan

Nitzanim sand dunes - vacation village

Northern Negev - legalization of illegal construction within the Bedouin sector

Beer Sheva - sprawling
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Carmel Park - Rt. 672 bypass Osafia and Daliyat el Carmel
Haifa - Carmel Ridge Road

Haifa - residential towers at Carmel Beach

Haifa - drainage of Nahal Saadia

Haifa - port at the expense of Nahal HaKishon

Haifa - underwater digging

Haifa - electrification of the train

Roadside lighting - "light pollution”

Atlit - master plan

Jisr al-Zarqa - sprawling of town

HaBonim Beach - development of a bathing beach
Caesarea sand dunes - development plans for buildings, roads and infrastructure
Harish - sprawling of jurisdiction

HaSharon Park and Nahal Alexander - Rt. 9

Ein HaHoresh (Nahal Alexander) - water reservoirs
Netanya, HaSharon Park and Nahal Alexander - Rt. 20
Nahal Poleg Region - Rt. 20

Netanya - Wingate road

Netanya - a new marina

Poleg wetland - drainage plans

Poleg Park - Rt. 551

HaSharon - Rt. 554

The northern corridor of Kadima and Rt. 561 E. - green corridor

Herzliya - residential complex at the marina

Winter ponds in central district - development pressues and lack of statutory protection

Pi Glilot - a recreation open strip
Givatayim - development on givat Koslovsky
Holon sand dunes - development

Rishon LeZion sand dunes - invasive species and development

Kurkar (calcareous sandstone) hills in Nes Ziona, Rishon LeZion and Rehovot - development plans

Rehovot - sprawling

Nahal Sorek - regularizing stream via drainage authorities
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Threats 2012

Hermon - development pressures

Nimrod - establishment of a new stettlement in

the Hermon

Golan Heights - wind turbines

Tiberias and Kineret Beach - development pressures
along the coastline

Northern Moshavim - chicken coop reform

Big'at Hananya (Hananya Valley) - gas station
Ma'alot and Kfar Vradim - sprawling into the
Mediterranean Forest and Woodlands

Pelech - entry road

Shagor Nahal Reserve - wastewater in the Lower Galilee
Nahal Kziv - bridge

Betzet Beach -hotels

Kfar Masaryk - water desalinization plant

Beit Keshet Forest - removal of statutory protection
"Shibolet" - new settlement

Timrat - sprawling into national park

Yokneam lllit - development at Nahal HaShnaim 0
Megiddo - international airport

Galillee - Individual farming and establishment of
new settlements

Gilboa - shrinking of the nature reserve

Carmel Park - forest fires, rehabilitation plans and
infrastructure aimed at mitigating damage due tofire
Carmel Park - sprawling of Osafia and Daliyat el Carmel
Carmel Park - Rt. 672 bypass Osafia and

Daliyat el Carmel

Haifa - Carmel Ridge Road

Haifa - residential towers at Carmel Beach

Haifa - drainage of Nahal Saadia

Haifa - port at the expense of Nahal HaKishon

Haifa - underwater digging

Haifa - electrification of the train

Roadside lighting - "light pollution"

Atlit - master plan

Jisr al-Zarga - sprawling of town

HaBonim Beach - development of a bathing beach
Caesarea sand dunes - development plans for buildings,
roads and infrastructure

Harish - sprawling of jurisdiction

HaSharon Park and Nahal Alexander - Rt. 9

Ein HaHoresh (Nahal Alexander) - water reservoirs
Netanya, HaSharon Park and Nahal Alexander - Rt. 20
Nahal Poleg Region - Rt. 20 (+]

Netanya - Wingate road

Netanya - a new marina

Poleg wetland - drainage plans

Poleg Park - Rt. 551

HaSharon - Rt. 554

The northern corridor of Kadima and Rt. 561 E. -
green corridor

Herzliya - residential complex at the marina ]
Winter ponds in central district - development pressues
and lack of statutory protection

Pi Glilot - a recreation open strip

Givatayim - development on givat Koslovsky -+
Holon sand dunes - development

Rishon LeZion sand dunes - invasive species and development (]

Kurkar (calcareous sandstone) hills in Nes Ziona,

Rishon LeZion and Rehovot - development plans

Rehovot - sprawling

Nahal Sorek - regularizing stream via drainage authorities

Nahal Bet Arif - maintenance and operation site for the train

Lod - sprawling of the city and plans to establish an army base
Horshim Forest - Kfar Bara sprawling, water reservoirs
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Nahal Yarkon - development

Yarkon - maintenance and operation site for the train (+]
Mazor - maintenance and operation site for the train
Elad - sprawling

Qula Forest - water reservoirs (+)

Central Israel Hills - oil drilling (+]

Central Israel hills - mining and excavation

Rt. 461

Ben Shemen water tanks

Modi'in southern hills - sprawling

Modi'in - Rt. 4

A 4th train track at Nahal Ayalon - drainage implications
Moshavim in central district - sprawling and illegal
non-agricultural activities

Shimshon at Nahal Sorek - water reservoirs

Jerusalem - sprawling

Jerusalem Hills - western ring road

Nahal Refaim - separation fence

Givat Yael (Walaja) - sprawling

Kiryat Yearim - sprawling

Juddean Mountains - fencing around vinyards ©

Bet Shemesh Hills - sprawling

Adulam Region (the region between Bet Shemesh and

Bet Guvrin) - petroleum production from oil shale

Juddean Mountains - Individual farming and establishment
of new settlements

Wadi Quelt - separation fence

Wadi Quelt - closing of Ein Maboa Spring ]

Rimonim - waste disposal site

Ashdod sand dunes - sprawling

Ashdod - master plan

Nitzanim sand dunes - vacation village

Northern Negev - legalization of illegal construction within
the Bedouin sector

Beer Sheva - sprawling

Sovev Arad and Hevel Yatir - new settlements

Big'at Arad - wind turbine -+

Kasif - building a new town

Dimona - development

Arad, Yeruham and Mitzpe Ramon - vacation villages

in the desert

Negev - Individual farming and establishment of

new settlements

Nitzana - new towns and settlements Nitzanit, Halutzit 3
Western Negev sand dunes - Rt. 10

"the lost city" in Ramat HaNegev - vacation village within
the archialogical site

"Shezaf" - new settlement @

Mitzpe Ramon - building and development at the rim of
the crater

Oron Tzin (Negev wilderness) - mining plans

Dead Sea - Red-Dead Canal

Dead Sea - Dead Sea Works Ltd, pool 6

> Kikar Sdom - agricultural development
2 Negev and Arava - expanding agricultural lands within

sensitive open spaces

4 Ovda - industrial and logistics center (for aviation)

Sands of Samar - sand mining

5 Timna Valley - developing a resort and vacation village

Dimona-Eilat - building train tracks
Eilat (Ramat Begin) - sprawling
Eilat - hotels on Nahal Shlomo
Ramat Yotam - wind turbine
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