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Y9y PO NN MY NV 172D DMIIWINNDN DINVYN DIPXN HY NPND NYIP .OMDVPIVN)
NPNY 7272 IONN DY MINNIND 7PMIVN NNYIN DX PIDA NTNYI ,OHINKN QNN YaLVN

.MINNA GNM YLD MY DY

,DY PN PRY 90 YNNI Y0 MNNYY SNV NIINT DN INSMIY DINNM I PI8Y v
MPYN ANINN DX NIYY NN DNIVN TYXR NPNPY MNNY N YN DM 280 PN NN
N INPA NN NN TPONN THNNPRN YAV NIIWNHNY TN Y, NINY DY TH> .22I0N
DINNN NN 13270 DINNK NN W 199N DRINN IR NWHY YT D391 DONIN NN

JPM5ON N0 YPIP MEPNTI D»IIYN

NMP MIPR VIV NDIDNN MIVAND ,YA0N 99YD NPAN NN DIRNNY NON 172 1Y PR
DYI9XN MM, TN TP2AN 3II¥ NN TINND YINN 1NN )IDIN MININ PN I T2 THINN
M)A VIAPN ININN OY DINONL ON NIV LTPRD DIPNI NNMPN TINDPRD NOWNN DY

DINTD NPTIND,NAVMNIN NN TPOND NIIWNN HDIY 1IWINY
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An aerial photo of the Tel Aviv region reveals the sad reality of a densely built area
with only a few significant open spaces. In over 37,000 acres, where more than a
million and a quarter people live, there are just three metropolitan parks, one of which
is only an idea on a map. The Yarkon River park, the Ayalon Park and the third
metropolitan park, running between Highway No. 4 and the sea and along Highway

No.5, are together no more than 2,400 acres (~6% of the region's total area).

The fields along Highway No. 5 are the last untouched open spaces on a regional
scale. An analysis of the natural and historical sites along those fields and of the legal
status of the land was the basis for the layout suggested in this paper. This layout and
the planning principles that are presented here express our vision of a third

metropolitan park for the benefit of the whole region.

We named the park "The coastal Plain Metropolitan Park". It crosses the region from
east to west on a direct route of approximately 4 miles that pass through two different
municipalities: Tel-Aviv and Ramat Hasharon. More than 30 sites of natural or
historical significance were identified in this area, which will be presented in detail in
this paper. According to Tel Aviv's regional master plan (tamam/ 5), the area of the
proposed park includes some 1,200 acres, but local plans are expected to narrow it to
less than a third. Moreover, these local plans along the park do not integrate the open
spaces into one unit. Because of the differences, there is an urgent need to define the

boundaries of the park in a comprehensive local plan.

Among the natural and historical sites in the park's area is the natural occurrence of
the Nave Sharet Stream. Not far from it are groves of ficus sycomorus trees and a
great variety of plants. Going west, to Hakfar Hayarok, an environmental boarding
school, there is agricultural land with various kinds of crops. All across the park we
found an impressive variety of animals; small carnivores, amphibians, quails and
birds of prey. Near the Glilot Junction, a vast area called Daffodil Valley inside the
park's borders contains two winter swamps -one natural and one artificial. West to

Highway No. 2 are limestone hills, Samaritan burial caves, ruins of a deserted
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Bedouin village and other archeological remains. The western border of the park is
the Mediterranean seashore and a limestone cliff. The geographical section of the park

is unique and emphasizes the natural value concealed in it.

In addition to being a part of the last horizontal open strip with considerable natural
and historical value, this area of land also functions as a buffer between four large
cities: Tel-Aviv, Ramat Hasharon, Herzliya and Petah-Tikva. It prevents the area
from becoming a single, continuous built-up metropolis. The area already functions
as an attraction for many local hikers, especially in blooming seasons, who value its
easy accessibility, the feeling of countryside next to the city and the variety of sites it
offers. The potential of the area was identified and included in national and regional
plans, but despite that, the pressures of entrepreneurs and land owners have had a

dramatic effect on the local plans.

Local master plans and detailed plans for the area of the park propose the
development of thousands of housing units and tens of thousands of acres for business
offices. All of the plans undermine to idea of a park, and some aim to appropriate the
open spaces for prestigious new neighborhoods by surrounding the open spaces with
buildings and truncation of the metropolitan greenways set in the regional plan. Some
of these plans situate the built-up areas on important sites such as Daffodil Valley, the

ficus sycomorus tree groves, and many more environmentally significant areas.

Because of these threats, the Society for the Protection of Nature in Tel-Aviv initiated
the survey and set the basic outlines for a comprehensive plan. Our vision is to create
a park where the citizens of the metropolis can enjoy an undisturbed natural area close
to home, where they can learn about historical views of the country and its heritage.
We hope that generations to come will have a place to live which supplies a high
standard of living; including a mass transit system, diverse supply of services, an
adequate housing and just as importantly, accessible, diverse and significant open

spaces.
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able of content

Part 1: Our goals and vision of the area
1.a. The Coastal Plain Park- a vision of natural metropolitan park
1.b. The Coastal Plain Park- natural metropolitan park in an urban
surroundings
1.c. The Coastal Plain Park- a linear park that integrates nature and heritage

sites

Part 2: The statutory plans that apply to the area

2.a. planning The Coastal Plain Park from a national perspective
2.b. planning The Coastal Plain Park from a regional perspective

2.c. planning The Coastal Plain Park from a local perspective

Part 3: The supply of natural and historical values of the park

3.a. the methodology of evaluating the level of preservation of the habitats

3.b. the sites in detail

Part 4: suggested planning strategy

4.a. methodologies of habitats rehabilitation
4.b. few ideas for rehabilitation and maintenance of the different sites

4.c. suggested layout and principles for planning the park

Epilogue
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